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Dear Ted:

Thank you for the update on the Washington Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) recent actions to address toxic pollution in Washington State.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is encouraged that you are moving forward to address the adoption of human health criteria in Washington’s water quality standards.   EPA continues to urge Ecology to adopt protective human health criteria in a timely manner.  



EPA is supportive of Ecology’s proposal to initiate concurrent rulemaking on revising the fish consumption rate (FCR) with the development of implementation tools by Ecology's water quality standards (WQS) program.  In doing so, stakeholders will be able to evaluate the proposed implementation tools in light of an actual proposed fish consumption rate.  Our experience working with Oregon DEQ found this concurrent process to be an important component of the State's successful WQS revisions.  



As Ecology moves forward with these rulemaking activities, EPA is available to discuss existing and ongoing regional and state-specific fish consumption studies that EPA believes would provide sufficient data to establish revised, state-wide human health criteria.  These studies are being evaluated in Ecology's second draft of the FCR Technical Support Document.   



I understand that these WQS actions will be challenging for Ecology and I am encouraged to see this rulemaking proceeding at a faster pace.  As you know, this issue is important regionally in the Pacific Northwest and the stakeholder process you described shows a true commitment to meaningful dialogue and decision-making related to adopting protective human health criteria.  The adoption of human health criteria that reflect appropriate fish consumption rates for Washington’s waters and that address the EPA’s desire for regional consistency is a priority for EPA.  Therefore, we continue to offer our support and willingness to work together with you throughout this upcoming rulemaking process.  

From --Dennis
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